My Three Years in America

details and to lift discussion to level of humanitarian standpoint
Meyer Gerhardt leaves to-morrow for Germany as Red Cross
representative ; he will report fully in Berlin on situation.
Beg that our reply be held up till his arrival. Wilson concurs
in this."
Meyer Gerhardt was in a position to give for the first time
a full and accurate review of the American situation to the
Berlin authorities, I had given him most precise information
of my own views and had placed him in full possession of the details
of my interview with Mr. Wilson. For the rost I had to con-
tent myself with short telegrams by circuitous routes. During
our conversation, however, the President offo.red for the first
time to permit me to dispatch a cipher telegram through the
State Department, to be sent on by the American Embassy in
Berlin* My reports as a matter of fact wore somewhat In-
frequent and always short, as we had to put all our messages
into cipher, and this was not always possible, In explanation
of the inevitable incompleteness of my communication with
the Foreign Office, I may remark that the telegrams of the
Wolff and Trans-Ocean Bureaus were regarded as the main
sources of information for either side, and that I made use
of various arrangements of words, to which the Foreign Office
alone had the key, for the purpose of making my own views
easily distinguishable in these telegrams.
Meyer Gerhardt, armed with a certificate from Mr, Bryan,
to the effect that he was undertaking his journey at the express
desire of the American Government, crossed over to Germany
with all possible speed.    It may be doubted if the English
authorities would have taken any notice of this safe conduct,
but by good fortune the Norwegian vessel which took him over
escaped the attention of their cruisers*    His mission was so far
successful that the excitement in the United States had time to
die down somewhat and the first crisis in German-American re-
lations   was   thereby   tided   over   satisfactorily.    Apart   from
that, Meyer Gerhardt's mission had no effect on the future course
oi negotiations. - The exchange of Notes between Washington
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